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The Messenger is the official newsletter of St. Matthew’s Anglican Church issued 

under the sponsorship of the Rector and the Vestry.  It is distributed  by e-mail to 

those able to receive electronic transmission.  A limited number of paper copies 

are available in the narthex for visitors and others without email addresses on 

file. Please keep your e-mail address current if you desire to receive The Messen-

ger by this means. The Messenger is published monthly. Those wishing to contrib-

ute information should submit it by email to:  danaperrin@aol.com. 

Please see our Church Website: https://www.stmatthewsanglican.org/ 

Please follow us on Facebook:  

St. Matthew's Anglican Church (subtitle @StMatthewsTampaBay) 

Church Address: 10701 Bloomingdale Ave., Riverview, FL 33578 

Feast of Saint Agnes 

According to tradition, Saint Agnes of Rome was a member of 

the Roman nobility born in 291 AD and raised in an Early Catholic family. 

She suffered martyrdom at the age of twelve or thirteen during the reign of 

the Roman Emperor Diocletian on 21 January 304 AD. This was during a 

time when Christians in Rome were persecuted for their faith. 

Agnes was a beautiful young girl of a wealthy family and therefore had 

many suitors of high rank. Details of her story are unreliable, but legend 

holds that the young men, slighted by her resolute devotion to religious 

purity, submitted her name to the authorities as a follower of Christianity. 

The Prefect Sempronius condemned Agnes to be tortured.  In a trial, she 

was sentenced to death by burning at the stake. She was led out and bound 

to a stake, but the bundle of wood would not burn, or the flames parted 

away from her, whereupon the officer in charge of the troops drew 

his sword and beheaded her. Her remains are preserved in the church of 

Saint Agnes in Agone in Rome's Piazza Navona. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Agnes is the patron saint of chastity and young girls.                                  
Her Feast Day is January 21st. 
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Are We There Yet? 

Have you ever gone on a long trip with family 

or friends? Tired of travel and bored with the 

trip, somewhere along the way someone asks 

the question, “Are we there yet?” Life some-

times offers moments when we feel compelled 

to reach out to God and ask that same question. 

We might be going through a rough spell where everything seems to be 

overwhelming. Maybe the ones we love are struggling with health is-

sues, or we’re facing financial problems. Perhaps we think we have 

failed in some endeavor that we felt defined us (fired from a job, lost a 

client, missed a critical appointment, etc.) Exasperated and wishing to 

move on, we cry out to God and ask, “Are we there yet?” 

 

In His wisdom and mercy, God keeps watching out for us and meets us 

in these times, offering us the opportunity to start fresh. Scripture tells us 

that His mercies are “new every morning.” We may fail. We may stum-

ble. We may face seemingly impossible trials, but God’s faithfulness 

remains. He provides us with grace each day to start fresh and embrace it 

with renewed vigor in Him. 

 

Likewise, the new year is a time when, culturally, we recognize the need 

to do something new and begin again. With the arrival of January first, 

we traditionally make plans to better ourselves and become more like the 

people God wants us to be. We do this because we find each year we 

have not gotten exactly where we had hoped we would be. Even though 

we may not be “there” yet, we know that God continues to lead us on 

and draw us to Himself through the power of His Holy Spirit and the 

constancy of His promises of providence and guidance. 

 

   Continued on page 6 
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Highlight:  Laura Harris 
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Laura Harris has been a member of St. 

Matthews since its early days as Church 

of the Advent in Tampa. Over the years 

she has been active in the choir and the 

vestry. She is married to another church 

member Dana Perrin. They were mar-

ried in the church 15 years ago. Both 

attend the 8:00 service. Laura creates the 

bulletin weekly.  

She and Jan Burdeno of the parish did some redecorating of the nar-

thex and parlor last year. They also added frames to the Stations of 

the Cross. 

Laura Has been a licensed Realtor for almost 30 years in the Bran-

don area. She was with RE/MAX for ten years then Keller Williams 

for 13 years. She served as the broker of Keller Williams managing 

over 200 agents. Upon leaving KW Laura formed a family real es-

tate firm: Harris and Hyde LLC.  

In recent years Laura stepped back from church activities. Her eld-

erly mother's frail health and her management duties at Keller Wil-

liams made it tough to participate. She hopes to get back into active 

participation in Parish activities by serving on the newly commis-

sioned Task Force. 

Laura was attracted to the church because of the traditional 1928 

prayer book service. She was raised in the Episcopal church with 

that very service until the liturgy was dramatically changed. 

Laura lives in FishHawk and has eight grandchildren within walking 

distance. 

Task Force 
The Vestry and Father Bailey have initiated a Task Force to investi-

gate and implement ways in which our Parish may become more fi-

nancially secure. If you are interested in participating on this Task 

Force, please notify Father Bailey or Art Dowd (813-784-6503). The 

next meeting will be held on Sunday, January 21st, after the 10:30 

Service. All Parishoners are invited to attend! 
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We thank all who par-

ticipated in our Christ-

mas activities this year, 

preparing and decorat-

ing the church and do-

nating flowers. It was a 

beautiful Christmas!  

Thank You! 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas 2017 

Thanks go to Nancy Bailey for the beautiful photo of our Church Altar 

at Christmas! 
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Rector’s Message - Continued from page 1 

We are accepting dona-

tions for the construc-

tion of a Pet Memorial 

Garden at St. Mat-

thew’s.  The location of 

the Memorial Garden 

will be on the south 

west corner of our 

Church property. Those 

wishing to contribute 

may contact Father Bai-

ley. 

This new year, do not be hampered by the idea that we may 

not have arrived at the place we long to be whether it’s physi-

cal or spiritual, but allow yourself to walk the path God has 

set before you and continue your journey of hope and trust 

with Him as your Almighty Guide and Lord. Following Him 

will enable us to more fully embrace the hope of our salva-

tion and be comforted in knowing that on this long road of 

life, we will get where He wants us in His time. 
                  

  +  Fr. Bailey 

 

Pet Memorial Garden 
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Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul 
St. Paul, named Saul at his circumcision, a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, 

was born at Tarsus, the capitol of Cilicia. He was a Roman citizen. He 

was brought up as a strict Jew. For his schooling, St. Paul was sent to 

Jerusalem, where he sat at the feet of the learned Gamaliel and was edu-

cated in the strict observance of the ancestral law. Here he also acquired a 

good knowledge of exegesis and was trained in the practice of disputa-

tion. As a convinced and zealous Pharisee, he returned to Tarsus before 

the public life of Christ opened in Palestine. 

Some time after the death of Our Lord, St. Paul returned to Palestine. His 

profound conviction made his zeal develop into a religious fanaticism 

against the infant Church. He took part in the stoning of the first martyr, 

St. Stephen, and in the fierce persecution of the Christians that followed. 

Entrusted with a formal mission from the 

high priest, he departed for Damascus to 

arrest the Christians there and bring them 

to Jerusalem. As he was nearing Damas-

cus, about noon, a light from heaven sud-

denly blazed round him. Jesus with His 

glorified body appeared to him and ad-

dressed him, turning him away from his 

apparently successful career. An immedi-

ate transformation was wrought in the soul 

of St. Paul. He was suddenly converted to 

the Christian Faith. He was baptized, 

changed his name from Saul to Paul, and 

began travelling and preaching the Faith. 

He made three missionary journeys which 

brought him to the great centers of Asia Minor and southern Europe, and 

made many converts. Fourteen of his Epistles are found in the New Tes-

tament. He was beheaded in Rome around 66 A.D., and his relics are in 

the Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls near the Ostian Way. 
— Excerpted from Lives of the Saints 

He is the Patron Saint of:  authors, the Cursillo movement, evangelists, 

lay people, missionary bishops, and musicians. 

We celebrate the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul on January 25. 



 Parish Family News 
 

Illness/Recuperation:   

Jean Green, 

Vonda Freeman,  

Pam Ammons 

 

Homebound:  

Herb Kimpland, 

Elaine Lancaster 

 

Those celebrating Birth-

days this month:  

Arnott Bennett (1st),  

Glorya Headrick (1st),  

Chinimerem Achebe (10th),                 

Lillian Dopwell (11th),                        

 

 

 

Cheryl Bennett (16th),    

 Maren Barnett (22nd),    

 Marta Santiago (26th),   

 Linda Crawford (28th). 

 

 

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear on schedule, or if 

you have news appropriate for the Parish Family News section of 

the Messenger, please phone the church at (813) 663-0334.      

Specific items of interest are: illnesses, family births, hospitaliza-

tions, deaths, special events, etc. Thank You! 

Page 4 

Page 5 

 

Special Holy Days 

Jan    1 (Mon) Circumcision of Christ 

Jan    7 (Sun) First Sunday After Epiphany 

Jan   14 (Sun) Second Sunday After Epiphany 

Jan   21 (Sun) Twenty-third Sunday After Trinity 

Jan  28 (Sun) Septuagesima 

 

Other Special Events 

Jan    3 (Wed) Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

  No Bible Study 

Jan    8 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Jan    10(Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Romans, Chapter 9 

  Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Jan  14 (Sun) Vestry Meeting in Rector’s office after 10:30 Service 

Jan  15 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Jan 16 (Tue) 5:30 pm, Joia Fabulous Pizza Dinner Night 

Jan  17 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Romans 10 

  Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Jan  20 (Sat) 9 am, Recitation of the Holy Rosary 

  10:30 am, Saint Anne’s Guild Meeting 

Jan  21 (Sun) After the 10:30 Service, Task Force Meeting 

Jan  22 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Jan  24-26 APA Winter Conference, Palatka,  FL (Fr. Bailey out of town — 

  no services) 

Jan  29 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Jan  31 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Book of Romans 11 

  Conversion of St. Paul (xfr) at Noon and 7 pm 

 

      

All Wednesdays: 
Holy Eucharist/Healing Services at  

12 noon & 7 p.m. 

Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 

Fr. Bailey’s Office Hours: 
Mon, Wed, & Thurs: 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

frbailey@stmatthewsanglican.org 

 Cell/Text: (813) 502-8744 

All  Sundays 
Holy Eucharist                8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  

      Children (at sermon)  10:30 a.m 

      Adult Sunday School   9:15 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist              10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice              12:30 p.m. 

 

Church Calendar 


