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Above is a photo of participants of our Bible Study Class which has been 

meeting on Wednesdays at 10:30 am. We recently completed all 28 chap-

ters of the Book of Acts. Led and taught by Father Bailey, the discussions 

have been very interesting and informative, resulting in a deeper under-

standing of Scripture. 

 

The Bible Study Class will have a brief hiatus and classes will resume 

again on August 30 starting with Romans, Chapter 1. 

 

As a result of reading the book of Acts, we see that the last chapter of 

Acts, chapter 28 really begs for a sequel or for additional chapters. Some 

scholars have indicated that the activities of Our Church Today con-

stitute Chapter 29!  So let us go forth and spread the Good News! 
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Summer Break? 

The heat has escalated to uncomfortable levels. The kids 

are out of school. Summer activities have begun. People 

are taking vacations, traveling all around as they take 

time off work or from their normal activities to do some-

thing special. 

The idea of taking a “break” during these months permeates our culture. God 

calls us to take time to rest and “recharge”. The perfect example is His fourth 

commandment to “remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.” 

Sadly, many people have forgotten the importance of keeping that holy day each 

week where God becomes the most important aspect of our lives. Church atten-

dance has become something akin to attending a favored sports event or social 

club for many people. They only go when they “want” to go, or when they find 

it does not interfere with other activities. We’ve become a culture that prefers to 

placate the self than honor the Almighty God, Creator and Ruler of the Uni-

verse. 

Sometimes, we get distracted from our obligation to spend time with our Lord in 

weekly corporate worship, joining with His Body to honor Him properly. The 

worries of the world interrupt our sleep. Activities with family and friends pull 

us away from Sunday gatherings. Illness takes us down for a time. All these and 

many other issues keep us away from the church, and we find after a while, 

worship with His Body becomes secondary. It no longer holds its primary place 

in our lives but becomes subordinate to our compulsions, obligations, and de-

sires. 

While occasionally we cannot avoid missing worship for very important rea-

sons, we should never let ourselves become consistently distracted from the 

Lord’s command to worship corporately. We read in Acts chapter seven that the 

Christians regularly gathered on the first day of the week to “break bread” or 

take Holy Communion. Likewise, we are called to feast on the Lord’s Supper 

every week.                                                                       -continued on page 6- 



Highlight:  Kitty Spohn 
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Kitty (Catherine) Spohn (pronounced 

spōn) was born in Brooklyn, New 

York. Her family moved to Allentown, 

Pennsylvania when she was 8 months 

old. While in Allentown, she worked at 

General Electric and Western Electric 

Corporations. Religion was very impor-

tant to her family and she was raised as 

a Roman Catholic. She was a devout 

Catholic during her school years. In 

Allentown, she met her husband Jim. 

Together they had a son who died  

during child-birth, and a daughter, Cynthia, who now lives with her 

family in Houston, Texas.  Kitty is an avid reader who enjoys mystery 

stories. She especially enjoys books by Stewart Woods.  She struggles 

with Macular Degeneration but she finds it possible to read using a 

Nook device. She and Jim moved to the Riverview area in 2000. She 

attended an Episcopal Church for a while but was not satisfied with the 

liturgy. Then one day, she was driving down Bloomingdale Avenue and 

she saw the recently completed St. Matthew’s Anglican Church. She 

and her husband stopped to meet then Father Bill Perkins. It was be-

cause of the warm welcome she and Jim received from Father Perkins 

and other Parish members that she and Jim became Anglicans in 2002 

when they joined St. Matthew’s Church. In those days, the Church was 

not hooked up to city water so Kitty and Jim would bring 4 large jugs 

of water to each Sunday service. They would make coffee for the con-

gregation in the “Parish Hall” which was later converted into Father 

Bailey’s office and the Choir Room. Kitty and Jim are active in the 

Church. Kitty recites the Rosary at Church on Sunday and attends the 

Rosary Recitation when possible. Jim has served on the vestry. They 

donated a processional crucifix (carried by the altar server) in memory 

of their son.  Kitty and Jim were very pleased that Father Bailey visited 

them in their home during Jim’s recent illness. Kitty continues to coor-

dinate a group of members who meet for breakfast after the 8 am Sun-

day Service. Kitty says:  “I just love this Church!” 

We are so blessed to have Kitty in our Church!  Thank you Kitty 

for all you do! 

Let your light so shine before men,  that they may 

see  your good works and glorify your Father 

which is in Heaven.”     St. Matt. 3.16 
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Saint Anne,  

Mother of the Blessed 

VirginMary 
 

While it is controversial, St. Anne is often 

regarded as the mother of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary and the grandmother of Jesus.     

 

Below is a prayer to St. Anne from 

the Enchiridion Indulgentiarum (1950), 

English ed. (Benziger Bros., 1957), no. 494. 

 

“With my heart full of the most sincere ven-

eration, I prostrate myself before thee, O 

glorious Saint Anne. Thou art that creature of privilege and predilection, who 

by thy extraordinary virtues and holiness didst merit from God the high favor 

of giving life to her who is the Treasury of all graces, blessed among women, 

the Mother of the Word Incarnate, the most holy Virgin Mary. By virtue of so 

lofty a privilege, do thou deign, O most compassionate Saint, to receive me 

into the number of thy true clients, for so I profess myself and so I desire to 

remain throughout my entire life.  Shield me with thine effectual patronage 

and obtain for me from God the power to imitate those virtues wherewith thou 

was so plentifully adorned. Grant that I may know and weep over my sins in 

bitterness of heart. Obtain for me the grace of most active love for Jesus and 

Mary, and resolution to fulfill the duties of my state of life with faithfulness 

and constancy. Save me from every danger that confronts me in life, and help 

me at the hour of death, that so I may come in safety to paradise, there to sing 

with thee, O most happy mother, the praises of the Word of God made Man in 

the womb of thy most pure daughter, the Virgin Mary. Amen.”  

Saint Anne’s feast day is celebrated each year on July 26. 

The Memorare 
 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone 

who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was 

left unaided. 
 

Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother, to 

thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the 

Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer 

me. 
 

Amen 
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-Rector’s Message, continued- 

Financial Summary - January 1st to June 25th, 2017 

The Church has ongoing expenses of $2,800 per week. This means that 

the expenses incurred between January 1st and June 25th (a total of 26 

weeks) were $72,800. Our offertory income for that same timeframe was 

$59,423. This leaves a shortfall of $13,377, or a deficit of about $514 

per week. Please consider increasing the amount of your giving, if 

possible. Remember that one important way to grow our Church is to 

increase membership. Please mention our Church to your friends!  

Please remember that as a Church, we cannot continue to oper-

ate if we do not meet our expenses. 

When we separate ourselves from the Body for prolonged periods, we 

and the rest of the Church suffer since we are part of all one in Christ. 

As these days of Summer pass and the weather and activities compel us 

to abandon our Christian duty, we must strengthen our resolve and come 

to worship. Only through perseverance and corporate submission to one 

another and our Lord will we be able to build holy bridges between each 

other that provide avenues of hope when life would overwhelm and beat 

us down. By committed congregational worship, we enter the Heavenly 

spaces where God draws us unto Himself. When we endeavor to put our-

selves in a subordinate position to our Father in Heaven, placing His wor-

ship above our temporal concerns, we will find the rest we need, and our 

worries and wants will wash away as we walk in communion with His 

Word and His most blessed Body, the Church.    

      +  Fr. Bailey 
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Saint Anne’s Guild 

Mission:  St. Anne’s Guild, being comprised 

of all women of St. Matthew’s Anglican 

Church, is dedicated to the Glory of God in the 

service of our parish. Our mission is three-

fold: to work and pray for the growth of our 

parish; to strengthen the bonds that unite us as 

a parish family and to reach out to our 

neighbors with love and helping hands. 

 

 

Invitation: St. Anne’s Guild invites women of the Church to join and 

participate in upcoming events. Those women interested can contact 

Debra Middleton at (813) 677-5990. 

 

Round Tables Acquired!:  We thank everyone who contributed to the 

purchase of the round tables for our Parish Hall. They should be arriving 

soon!  Be sure to stop by the Parish Hall to see them! 

Annual Spaghetti Dinner! 

The Annual Spaghetti Dinner will be held 

in our Parish Hall on Saturday, July 15, at 

5 pm. Look for the sign up sheets in the Narthex. Tickets are $8 for 

adults, $5 for children under 12. Come join us! 

             Youth Day 

St. Matthew’s will be hosting a Youth Day on 

Saturday, August 5th. There will be activities 

for kids as well as a barbeque. We want to 

publicize this as much as possible. Please pass 

the word to your friends and neighbors.  

Participants who are not be members of St. Matthew’s are WEL-

COME! Please contact Father Bailey for additional information. 



 Parish Family News 
 

Illness/Recuperation:  Jean Green, 

Jim Spohn, Vonda Freeman. 

Gloria Zimmerer 

 

Homebound: Herb Kimpland. 

Elaine Lancaster 

 

 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to those        

Celebrating birthdays this month:  

Donnie Caldorni (2nd), Carol Woods (3rd),                                    

Steven Kimpland (11th),                        

Philip Vokrot (12th),                                

Chigozie Nnatuanya (15th), Dale Waller (16th),                       

Herbert Kimpland (17th), Alona Smith (18th) 

Anniversaries for this month:  

Edward & Margaret Haan (3rd),                                                                                            

Arrah (Jim) and Catherine (Kitty) Spohn (11th),                                 

Ogechukwu Achebe (28th) 

 

Loss:  We mourn the loss of Darel Peacock.                               

Please keep the Peacock family in your prayers. 

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear on schedule, or if 

you have news appropriate for the Parish Family News section of 

the Messenger, please phone the church at (813) 663-0334. Spe-

cific items of interest are: illnesses, family births, hospitalizations, 

deaths, special events, etc. Thank You! 
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Special Holy Days 

July   2   (Sun) Third Sunday after Trinity 

July   9 (Sun) Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

July  16  (Sun) Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

July  23 (Sun) Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

July  30 (Sun) Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

Other Special Events 
July   3   (Mon) 9 am, Morning Prayer 

July   5   (Wed)    10:30 am, Bible Study, Acts 28,  Holy Eucharist at Noon 

July   9 (Sun) Vestry Meeting after 10:30 am service 

July  10 (Mon) 9 am, Morning Prayer 

July  12 (Wed) 12 Noon, Holy Eucharist, NO Bible Study until August 30th 

July  15 (Sat) 9 am, Recitation of the Holy Rosary 

  10:30 am, St. Anne’s Guild Meeting 

  5 pm, Spaghetti Dinner 

July  17 (Mon) 9 am, Morning Prayer 

July  20 (Wed) 12 Noon, Holy Eucharist, NO Bible Study until August 30th 

July  24 (Mon) 9 am, Morning Prayer 

July 26 (Wed) 12 Noon, Holy Eucharist, NO Bible Study until August 30th 

Aug   5 (Sat) Youth day, details to be announced. 

All Wednesdays: 
Holy Eucharist  12 noon & 7 p.m. 

Bible Study 10:30 am see below 

           and see the Back Page 

Fr. Bailey’s Office Hours: 
Mon, Wed, & Thurs: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

frbailey@stmatthewsanglican.org 

 Cell/Text: (813) 502-8744  

All  Sundays 
Holy Eucharist              8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  

      Adult/Family               9:15 a.m. 

      Children (at sermon)  10:30 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist              10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice             12:30 p.m. 

Church Calendar 

Adult Sunday School 
 Below is an impromptu photo of the participants of our Adult Sunday School 

that meets at 9:15 am on Sunday mornings. We will take a brief hiatus as we 

finish “Beyond Duty”and will not be meeting from July 22 through September 

17. We will resume again on  Sunday, September 24th at 9:15 am.  Join us! 


