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      Lent, Leased, or Owned? 
 
          As you may already know or have guessed 
from the title of this piece, I really enjoy puns.  
Joking aside though, I think it’s important to under-
stand the concepts of Lent and why we do what we 
do as a traditional, liturgical church. We observe 
special days and seasons of the church year while 

embracing the sacramental nature of our worship and life in general. 

          As we approach and enter the season of Lent, I think it right to 
consider the question presented as the title in reference to our lives. Of-
ten, we go about our daily routines thinking about what is important to 
us – what we need to accomplish in order to be done with our responsi-
bilities or pursuits so we can “move on” to the next “thing” on our lists. 
We do not usually take time to consider whether or not our “lists” are 
what we should in fact be doing or where our attentions should lie. 

          As Christians, we know that our souls have been saved from eter-
nal death. Christ has purchased our souls from damnation through His 
self-sacrifice. For all practical purposes, He owns us. We are His bond-
servants or slaves in this life. Now don’t misunderstand, I am not pro-
moting slavery or mindlessness. We are instructed by the Lord to use 
the wisdom He gives us, and operate as His hands and feet in this 
world. Spiritually speaking though, we are wholly owned by our Lord 
who bought us. 

          When we entered into the covenant of Baptism and became 
Christians, we agreed to recognize God’s ownership of our souls and 
give Him ourselves wholly. The ownership of our souls lie with our 
heavenly Father; however, we still maintain what little control over our 
lives that we can through our individual wills. We maintain a drive or 
purpose born out of our dreams, desires, and hopes. 

                                                                     (continued on page 6) 

 

 

Editorial Message Altar Flowers 

 Although you may not have thought about it before, altar flow-
ers are very much a part of our worship.  Flowers have a sweet odor 
that may remind us of incense carrying our prayers upward to heaven.  
And they show our love for God by their beauty and fragrance.  But 
there is a somewhat deeper meaning recently found on the web that 
bears repeating.  “They are there  to remind us of "Creation", creation 
of all things living, and that brings us to the "Resurrection" which in 
itself is actually re-creation, or made alive. If our Church is [founded] 
on  belief in the Resurrection, then flowers should be used as often as 
possible as a reminder that we were all created beautiful in God's eyes 
and so we should make our Church an example of that beau-
ty.”   (courtesy of St. Michael’s and All Angels, Sasolburg.  This is obvious-
ly an Anglican church; Sasolburg is in the Free State of South Africa, but 
the website does not identify the specific jurisdiction or location.) 

 It is surely a beautiful tradition to have flowers on the altar 
every Sunday (except during Advent and Lent, of course).   We would  
miss them if they were not there.   But that could happen if more of our 
parishioners do not choose to provide the altar flowers to observe a 
special event, commemorate a loved one, or even as  an offering of 
thanksgiving. 

 We now have a flower chart posted in the narthex enabling 
you to designate a Sunday on which you would like to donate the altar 
flowers.   The suggested donation for two single vases of flowers is 
$40; and $60 for two double vases. both of which include delivery 
costs.  Why not take advantage of this opportunity to express your love 
for Christ and His Church, while helping to defray an important parish 
expense. 
 
 

Pet Memorial Garden meeting. 

Five members of the Pet Memorial Garden Planning Committee met 
on January 24 with Fr  Bailey and Junior Warden Donnie Caldorni.  
Unknown to most of us, Donnie and our former rector, then-Father 
Bill Perkins, engaged in  preliminary planning of this facility some 
years back.  Donnie brought those ideas to the meeting and impressed 
the group with his vision of a terraced Garden with a fountain and/or 
waterfall, a seating area with benches and a security fence surrounding 
the Garden.  Also discussed were the purchase of a statue of Saint 
      (continued on page 3) 
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Church Calendar 

Please note that beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, Stations of the Cross will  

precede the Holy Eucharist at both Wednesday services throughout the  
Season of Lent, except during Holy Week. 
 
Special Holy Days observed this month 
Feb    3 Feast of  the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary (trf’d from Feb 2) 
Feb    7 Quinquagesima Sunday 
Feb  10   Ash Wednesday 
Feb  14  First Sunday in Lent 
Feb  21  Second Sunday in Lent 
Feb  24  Feast of St. Matthias, Apostle 
Feb  28  Third Sunday in Lent 
 
Other Special Events 
Feb    3  (Wed)  St. Clare’s Crafting Guild  - St. Michael’s Hall - 12:30 p.m. 
Feb    9  (Tues)  Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  - Parish Hall - 5:30 p.m. 
Feb  10  (Wed)  St. Clare’s Crafting Guild  - St. Michael’s Hall - 12:30 p.m.    
Feb  14  (Sun)   Vestry  Meeting  - Fr. Bailey’s office - 12:30 p.m. 
Feb  17  (Wed)  St. Clare’s Crafting Circle - St. Michael’s Hall - 12:30 p.m. 
Feb  20  (Sat)    Recitation of the Holy Rosary  9 a.m. 
Feb  20  (Sat)    St. Anne’s Guild Meeting -  St. Anne’s Hall - 10:30  a.m.  
Feb  20  (Sat)    Italian Night - Spaghetti Dinner - Parish Hall - 5:30 p.m. 
Feb  24 (Wed)   St. Clare’s Crafting Guild - St. Michael’s Hall - 12:30 p.m.  
  

Pet Memorial Garden meeting (continued) 

Francis of Assisi and small replicas of birds, rabbits, dogs, etc. which 
this great Saint loved and patronized.  Several members volunteered to 
research these and other specific items as to cost, availability, etc.  Alt-
hough no work schedules or time limits were discussed, all were hopeful 
that the Garden will be ready for use by the end of April.  

Current members of the Committee are Pamela Ammons, Eloise Barnett, 
Jan Burdeno, Don Caldorni, Jean Green, Deb Middleton, Doc Parisi, and 
Eileen Stiffler.  Any others interested in assisting with this project are 
invited to speak to Fr. Bailey or Coordinator Jean Green. 

 
 

All Wednesdays  
Holy Eucharist    12 noon & 7 p.m. 
Bible Study                     6 p.m. 
   (Healing Service included with both 
    Wednesday Masses) 

 

All  Sundays 
Holy Eucharist              8:00 a.m. 
Sunday School  
       Adult/Family             9:15 a.m. 
       Children            10:30 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist            10:30 a.m. 
   (Nursery available at 10:30 a.m.)  
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 Parish Family News 
 
New Members.  No new members were received in January. 
 
Illness/Recuperation.   We are unaware of any new ser ious health 
problems among our parishioners and their family members, so instead 
of asking for prayers for sick persons, let us offer prayers of thanksgiv-
ing for the well-being of all, and not forget those on the Prayer List who 
have special needs. 
 
In Memoriam.   Our  thoughts and prayers are with Victor ia and 
Blessing Igwebuike and all their family members on the death of Linda 
Igwebuike (Victoria’s daughter and Blessing’s sister) who recently died 
in childbirth.   Linda lived in Nigeria. 
 

May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

 
 
 
 
Service Members.   Yannick Rose, U.S.A. (son of Andrea Rose) and 

Sgt. Rhonda McCullough, U.S.A. (daughter of Marilyn 
Foster) are deployed in the Middle East.  Let’s pray contin-
uously for their safety as they serve our country.  
 
 

Congratulations and best wishes to those celebrating birthdays in Feb-
ruary.  Anthony Castillo (4), Blessing Igwebuike (8), Ogechukwu Ache-
be (10),  Chizoba Anunobi (15), Katherine Clayborough (16), Greg 
Clark (18), Steven Holley (20),  and Amari Nelson (24). 

No wedding anniversaries are on record for the month of February. 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT:   If your birthday or anniversary does not appear on 
schedule. or if you have news appropriate for the Parish Family News 
section of the Messenger,  please phone the church office.   Specific 
items of interest are illnesses, family births, deaths, special events, etc. 
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Saint Anne’s Guild Report 
Seventeen women attended St. Anne’s Guild meeting on January 16, 
the largest number for many months.  “First timers” were Debra 
Havanec and Sophie Ryan and they were given a hearty welcome.   
Among many topics of discussion were the upcoming annual Pancake 
Supper and an Italian Night featuring spaghetti, meatballs, etc. 

 The Pancake Supper is scheduled for Shrove Tuesday, Febru-
ary 9 beginning at 5:30 p.m. This year we are asking for food contribu-
tions from the congregation at large; you will find sign-up sheets for 
both attendance and menu contributions on the narthex board.  Tickets 
will be $5 for adults; $3 for children six years and younger.   Loretta 
Felix is the chairman for  this event and any questions should be 
asked of her. 

 Italian Night, always a popular feast, will take place on Satur-
day, February 20, 5:30 to 7:00 and will be followed by Bingo.  Nor-
mally we do not schedule festive events during the Lenten season.  
However, because of the church’s somewhat precarious financial posi-
tion, there is a need for frequent fund raisers, and this is the first of a 
number of such activities to be scheduled this year.  You will be help-
ing your church by contributing menu items, inviting your friends and 
relatives, and of course by attending yourself.  Tickets will be sold in 
advance, $8 for adults and $4 for children six years and younger.  Sign 
up sheets are also posted for this event.  Chairman for Italian Night  is 
Cheryl Nelson. 

Among other items discussed was the recent yard sale, the net profit 
from which has risen to $2800-plus from the previous figure report-
ed.  Yard sales are our best money makers; and because we now have a 
large storage area where we can keep goods all year round, we hope to 
schedule more than one sale a year - the next one could be as early as 
May.  So keep your contributions of housewares, children’s clothing, 
jewelry, furniture, etc. coming in.  There is someone at the church  
often during the week who would be willing to receive your donations, 
just check with Fr. Bailey or Debra Middleton when you plan to bring 
them.  Sunday before of after services is always a good time. 

For many years the Guild women have assumed responsibility for the 
cleanliness and general maintenance of the parish hall.  There is now a 
need for someone to monitor the scheduling of events that take place 
in  the  parish  hall  to  avoid  conflicts and to be fair to all persons who  
        
     (continued on page 6) 
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St. Anne’s Guild Report (continued from page 5) 

 

would like to hold a special event or ceremony, etc.  WE HAVE A 
PLAN!     Loretta Felix, who so effectively oversees the Sunday 
Coffee Hour, has volunteered to be that person.  Any parishioner  
who desires to hold a special event in our parish hall on a Sunday 
after church as well  as on any weekday or evening, must call 
Loretta on 956-8503 and she will make a reservation  for  you. 
 

St. Anne’s Guild’s will meet  again on  February 20, 2016.  Our 
business meeting will begin at 10:30 after which we will prepare 
for Italian Night which begins at 5:30 p.m. on that same date. 
 

Rector’s Message  (continued from page 1 

 How can this be? God still owns our souls. We have no 
way to pay in order to “rent” them back. We cannot “lease” them   
---- God does not accept payment through good works or monetary 
reimbursement. We are simply lent these lives by a loving God 
who desires our participation in His good, to His glory, and our 
benefit. 

            Lent is a time for us to recognize the cognate – our lives are 
lent to us by God who has every right to them. He gives us an op-
portunity to use them to honor Him and love our neighbors. Will 
we be taking time this Lent to act as though we believe this call? 
Will we break our selfish habits and draw unto Him with our whole 
selves? Or will we continue to try to claim an ownership that 
doesn’t really exist? Will we try to command God to provide for 
our wants by trying to “purchase” His favor through good works?  
God will not be bought. He will not be mocked. Only through our 
self-effacement and humble self-giving to our Lord will we find 
ourselves walking the path of wholeness and peace. Only in loving 
service to our King will we find the true worth of our souls. 

     Sincerely in Christ Jesus, 

                                    Father Bailey+ 
 
 

 
Let your light so shine before men,  that they may 

see  your good works and glorify your Father 
which is in Heaven.”     St. Matt. 3.16 
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Vestry News. 
 

 Emphasis on the Church’s financial position has been the key-
note of the past two Vestry meetings.  Recognizing the substantial 
amount of unused land surrounding the church, the Vestry is exploring 
ways in which some of it might be used to produce income.   Among 
the possibilities are renting to vendors of seasonal products such as 
Christmas trees, holiday fireworks, or Halloween pumpkins.  Another 
possibility is selling advertising space in our weekly service bulletins or 
in The Messenger.   There are also methods involving services to pa-
rishioners by which other churches have realized additional income.   
One such service is the offering of plaques memorializing  departed 
loved ones to be placed on the interior walls of the Memorial Garden.  
This practice has already been established and anyone desiring to pur-
chase such a plaque is invited to speak to Father Bailey.  

 Everyone is encouraged to think about services or activities you 
might like to see your parish church provide for which you would be 
willing to pay a reasonable fee, and share your ideas with the Vestry for 
their consideration.   Of course, the principal and most desirous way to 
increase our income is to increase our parish membership.  What more 
rewarding  accomplishment could you achieve than to bring a new 
member to St. Matthew’s for the foremost purpose of sharing our beau-
tiful Anglican faith.  This should be our goal each and every day . 
 
 Junior Warden Donnie Caldorni updated the progress he is 
making toward the installation of a roof over the deck lying between the 
parish hall and the Sunday School Building.   He has been able to ob-
tain assistance from some of his family members who, under his direc-
tion, will do most of the labor without charge.  Materials for this project 
are costly and additional donations are needed to complete the work.   
Parishioners are also encouraged to participate in a “feed the workers” 
program as soon as the roofing project gets underway.   
 
 

 

The Messenger is the official newsletter of St. Matthew’s Anglican 
Church issued under the sponsorship of the Rector and the Vestry.    Pub-
lished monthly, it is distributed  by e-mail to those able to receive elec-
tronic transmission.  A limited number of paper copies are available in 
the narthex for visitors and others without email addresses on file.   E-
mail is recommended as the most economical method of distribution. 
Please keep your e-mail address current if you desire to receive The Mes-
senger by this means.  
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THE BACK PAGE 
 
Positioned between the smiling faces of four Bishops of Continuing Angli-
can  Churches, including our own APA Presiding Bishop Walter Grun-
dorf, is a story headlined “The Goal for 2017 - Full Communion.”   This 
story appears in the current issue of The Trinitarian, the official newspaper 
of the Anglican Catholic Church, and should be of interest to all who pray 
for the union of churches within the Anglican Continuum.  
 
Bishops Mark Haverland, ACC, Walter Grundorf, APA, Paul C. Hewitt, 
DHC (Diocese of the Holy Cross), and Brian C. Marsh, ACA have each 
signed a letter on behalf of their respective jurisdictions  setting a goal of 
Full Communion in 2017.  This does not mean that a ‘merger’  of the four 
church bodies is underway, but  the letter  sets forth three main points in 
which the Bishops: 

      “Pledge to work cooperatively, in a spirit of brotherly love and affec-
tion, to create a sacramental union and commonality of purpose that is 
pleasing to God and in accord with godly purpose to our respective juris-
dictions”,  

       “Endeavor to hold in concert our national and provincial synods in 
2017’ with a goal for this  meeting ‘to formalize a relationship of com-
munio in sacris’ ....... and 

       “to work ‘in full accord toward that end and [seeking] ways to coop-
erate with each other, supporting each others’ jurisdictions and communi-
cating on a variety of ecclesiastical matters.’   “The Bishops also pledged 
to meet monthly by teleconference.”  (The foregoing is a direct quote from 
the article) 
 
Bishop Haverland writes, “Unforeseen difficulties may arise but our 
agreement states our clear aspiration, intention, and goals.  The goal for 
2017 is full communion.  That in turn is not the same as institutional or 
organic merger which would be the step beyond, but which I also think we 
should pursue.” 
 
The other three bishops all praised the letter as a positive beginning to-
ward establishing a working communion among Continuing Anglican 
churches. 
 
Much more information was included in the Trinitarian article and we will 
undoubtedly be hearing from our own Bishop Grundorf on the subject in 
the very near future. 
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