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      Trials and Tribulations 
 

          Over the last several months, expressions 
of frustrations and fears of where “this country 
is headed” headline the news. Anger fuels men’s 
passions and rules the airwaves. Hatred bears its 
ugly head masquerading as free speech and 
“freedom of expression.” Sadly, many who de-

cry the opposition for fomenting hatred and anger are the very 
ones tightening those very screws into our society’s infrastruc-
ture. Unwilling to dialogue, the world bubbles over with violence, 
and we seem to be caught in the middle. 
 Facing such hostility, we can feel overwhelmed and op-
pressed. Consider though that trials bring opportunities for us to 
grow, test our mettle, and focus our desires. As Christ’s Body, we 
are uniquely enabled to deal with the tragedies in the world and 
the attendant difficulties: we have access to His constancy and 
peace.  
 While we face the “fiery darts” of the enemy, we should 
be encouraged that we have a chance to cultivate a deeper rela-
tionship with our holy God. We find the fortune of self-discipline 
and denial by which we can hone ourselves to follow more fer-
vently our Lord. 
 Never forget that our primary objective – loving God 
wholly – demands that we be ever mindful of God’s presence and 
be obedient to His Will. We are nearing the end of Lent, a season 
where we have found ourselves faced with the occasion to retool 
our lives to God’s purposes. While we can refocus at any time, 
the Lenten season is designed as a special time of the Christian 
year to aid us in focusing on reorienting ourselves to seek our 
heavenly Father’s kingdom. Entering into Holy Week, we should 
consider redoubling our efforts and purpose to end Lent commit-
ted to pursuing our Lord whole-heartedly. 
                                                                     (continued on page 6) 

 



A Blessed Soul and 
Loving Friend Remembered 

 
 Last Thanksgiving, I received a phone call telling me that 
my Senior Warden and parishioner, a great friend of our church, 
Obi Achebe had gone to the hospital in very serious condition. 
Upon arriving at the hospital, I came to his room where nurses 
attended him and his loving wife watched over him. We prayed, 
and I anointed him with oil hoping for God’s intervention. Sur-
prisingly to the doctors, he managed to get through the next few 
hours and was transferred to Moffit Cancer Center for more 
tests, observation, and treatment. The stress on his family and 
friends was immense. We were all overwhelmed by his sudden 
illness. Taking solace in prayer, we plead with God to minister to 
Obi and heal his illness. God gave him a couple of days to live, 
but he passed away that Sunday. 
 Obi was a treasure in this world. He had a smile that en-
couraged those around him. His self-confidence and assurance of 
God’s love and providence provided comfort to many who called 
him friend. With his loss, St. Matthew’s loses a great friend of 
the church. He gave of himself unreservedly, oftentimes giving 
to help fund the church’s financial needs with grace and humili-
ty. He was not hesitant to remind anyone that we all have a re-
sponsibility to give to our church in the name of Christ, knowing 
that God would honor our giving and return it to us in manifold 
blessings. He counseled others consistently, offering godly 
words of wisdom and heavenly hope. 
 While it has been almost six months since his passing, 

the parish still reels from his loss. As we approach Easter, I think 
it appropriate that we remember our friend and the hope we have 
in the general resurrection of all who call Jesus Christ Lord and 

Savior, of whom Obi is most definitely a member. Please contin-
ue to keep Obi’s family in your thoughts and prayers as they face 
their hardest battles ahead. 

 On the following page, I have enclosed an article from 

his funeral service in Nigeria with some minor editing.  

In Christ’s service, 

Father Bailey+ 
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In Memoriam: 

Obioma Achebe 
October 5, 1955—November 27, 2016 

 
 Dr. Obioma Chidozie Achebe was born on October 5, 
1955 as the youngest child of Chief Jonah Achebe who then re-
sided at Nguau, Yobe state in north east Nigeria. He started his 
primary school six years later at Saint Paul School, Nigeria. 
Midway into his primary education, the program in the northern 
region forced all the Igbos to relocate homewards. The young 
Obioma had to continue his primary education in Okagbue Me-
morial Primary School, Nawfia, from where he proceeded to 
Comprehensive Secondary School Nawfia after the civil war. 
 Being determined and focused on becoming a medical 
doctor, he proceeded to Federal School of Arts and Science Mu-

bi, Borno state in 1978. He gained admis-
sion to the University of Illorin in 1979 to 
study medicine. In 2005, he came to Gen-
eral Hospital Onitsha for his Houseman-
ship. It was then at Onitsha that Dr. Ayika 
discovered his prowess and honesty and 
handed him his clinic at Awka Road to 
manage before he died. Obioma's charis-
ma pulled to him all indigenous Nawfia 
and so many good friends who, when he 
left, were left quite sad to see him off. 
Despite their disappointment, Obioma 

had to leave to Ughelli General Hospital to serve the country as a 
copper. After his service years at Ughelli, Delta state, his mentor 
consultant surgeon, Dr. Sagwa did not want to let him go, but 
Chidozie insisted. He went to Lagos and acquired more practical 
experience from two private specialist hospitals. Then, he 
opened his Bimax hospital at Dopemu, Lagos. Obioma married 
Oguguo nee Ndukwe from Orife, who passed on in 2003. He 
was blessed with Ona and Ebuka. 
 To pursue his heart's desire, he flew to America. By the 
time he found his feet the States, he married Oge, daughter of 
Chief Felix Nnaedozie of Ukwulu. Until Chidozie left this planet 
he used to say that his marriage to Oge is the best thing that God 
had done for him. They are blessed with three lovely children: 
Chibuifem, Chinemerem, and Chikamso. 
 



 Parish Family News 
 
Illness/Recuperation.   Don Beadle, Jeanne Eastwood 

 
 
Homebound: Gloria Zimmerer, Elaine 
Lancaster, Herb Kimpland, Darel Pea-
cock, Faye and Tom Young 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to those celebrat-
ing April birthdays: 

Sandra Jaconetta (9), Emmanuel Nnantuanya (11), 
Chigozirim Annunobi (15), Alice Ashby (15), 
Phyllis Hoffer (16), Christy Holley (22), James 
Earle (25), Chibuifem Achebe (27), Viola “Faye” 
Young (29), Ronnie Brandon (29) 

 

 

No wedding anniversaries are noted for parishioners during April. 

 
 

New Member Welcome!!! 
 
Please make sure to meet, Florence Haynes, our newest parishioner. She 
has regularly been attending our 10:30 a.m. services and has become 
active with St. Anne’s Guild, being quite involved in getting ready for 
the Afternoon Tea in May. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT:   If your birthday or anniversary does not appear on 
schedule. or if you have news appropriate for the Parish Family News 
section of the Messenger,  please phone the church office.   Specific 
items of interest are illnesses, family births, deaths, special events, etc. 
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Church Calendar 

 
Special Holy Days observed this month 
Apr    2 Passion Sunday (Fifth Sunday in Lent) 
Apr    9 Palm Sunday (Sixth Sunday in Lent) 
Apr  13  Maundy Thursday:  7 p.m. Mass, Stripping of the Altar, and 
               Foot Washing 
        9 p.m. The Watch (until 12 midnight) 
Apr  14  Good Friday:  10:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross 
    12 noon Seven Last Words of Christ 
    3 p.m. Veneration of the Cross, Mass of the 
               Presanctified 
Apr  15  Holy Saturday  4 p.m. Lighting of the Holy Fire 
Apr  16  Easter Day  6:15 a.m. Sunrise Service (8 and 10:30 HC) 
Apr  23  First Sunday after Easter 
Apr  26  St. Mark, the Evangelist (transferred) 
Apr  30  Second Sunday after Easter 
 
Other Special Events 
Apr    1 (Sat)  Men’s Prayer Brunch - 10 a.m. 
Apr    7 (Fri)  Annual Lenten Fish Fry - 5 p.m. 
Apr    8 (Sat)  Palm Cross Folding –10 a.m.    
Apr    9 (Sun) Vestry  Meeting  - Fr. Bailey’s office - 12:30 p.m. 
Apr  29 (Sat)   “Anglican Christianity” Seminar - 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
  
 
 
 

      

All Wednesdays  
Holy Eucharist    12 noon & 7 p.m. 
Bible Study              10:30 a.m. 
(Staions of the Cross and Healing Service 
included with both Wednesday Masses 
during Lent) 

All  Sundays 
Holy Eucharist              8:00 a.m. 
Sunday School  
      Adult/Family               9:15 a.m. 
      Children (at sermon)  10:30 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist              10:30 a.m. 
Choir Practice             12:30 p.m. 

The Messenger is the official newsletter of St. Matthew’s Anglican 
Church issued under the sponsorship of the Rector and the Vestry.    Pub-
lished monthly, it is distributed  by e-mail to those able to receive elec-
tronic transmission.  A limited number of paper copies are available in 
the narthex for visitors and others without email addresses on file.   E-
mail is recommended as the most economical method of distribution. 
Please keep your e-mail address current if you desire to receive The 
Messenger by this means.  



Rector’s Message  (continued from page 1) 

 

 While we attempt to draw closer to Him – to offer 
ourselves to His service, to purge ourselves from unright-
eousness, and to cleave to His commands. How should that 
look? 
 Although we live in the midst of animosity, we must 
find ways to love our neighbors as ourselves. Concentrate on 
overcoming hatred with mercy and respect. Avoid hateful 
words, expressions, and attitudes. Overlook the screaming 
and gossiping of our neighbors while offering to them kind-
ness and compassion. Pray for the leaders in our country that 
they might find grace and that Christ’s Light might shine 
through them. Concentrate on how we can honor those 
around us instead of being angered or frightened by them. 
 Do not be afraid or intimidated by the world, instead 
be the Light of the world as you live for Christ and share His 
love with all those around you. If you focus on His love, you 
won’t have time to worry about what the world says about 
you or what it thinks. Instead, as you reach out to others, 
you’ll find God’s peace reaching out more and more to you in 
your circumstances providing you with the surety of His ever
-present Spirit. 
 Finally, as the world tries to draw you into its con-
cerns and conflicts, remember you are the chosen of God, 
called out to be His witnesses to the world. Turn off your tel-
evision. Put down your newspaper. Close up your internet 
browser. Ignore your phone. Take time to pray and meditate 
on the things of God, drawing peace from His promises and 
comfort from His ever-lasting Word. Be strengthened by the 
memory of that first Easter which we now prepare to cele-
brate, and brace for a blessed welcoming our Risen Lord as 
King over all Creation. And may the peace of God dwell in 
your hearts richly as you enter into Lent and a deeper rela-
tionship with the Almighty. 
 

    Sincerely in Christ Jesus, 

                                     Father Bailey+ 
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Welcoming a New Editor 
 
 Beginning next month, “The Messenger” will have a 
new editor. Newly retired, Dana Perrin, has accepted the 
challenge of bringing our newsletter to life. In order for him 
to produce it with timely information regarding our parish, 
please make sure to contact him with any parish news you 
think should be included. He can be reached via email at 
danaperrin@aol.com or via phone at (813) 748-3120. 
 We are thankful for all those individuals who have 

put forth so much effort in the past who have done such 
great work, specifically Jean Green, and Pam Ammons. 
Many others have helped in various stages of newsletter prep 

from submitting articles to proof-reading and more. If you 
feel you have something to contribute please feel free to con-
tact Dana or Father Bailey. 

Volunteers 
 

We’re always in need of volunteers to help at the church. 
Whether it’s caring for the garden, weeding, trimming hedges, 
policing the grounds, cleaning the bathrooms, etc., plenty of 
tasks need to be done around the church that don’t just happen 
on their own. 
 We can use everyone’s help in some capacity. If you 
can’t manually do things, perhaps you can increase your dona-

tions to make sure we’re not only meeting our monthly finan-
cial needs but so we can take care of the things our parishioners 
might not be able to do. Please see Father Bailey when you’re 

ready to dive in and volunteer. 

mailto:danaperrin@aol.com


THE BACK PAGE 
 

Continuing Churches Plan Joint Synods 
(Online source: http://anglicanchurchinamerica.org/synod17.shtml) 

 

 The leaders of four Continuing Anglican Churches 
have announced plans for Joint Synods to meet in Atlanta, 
Georgia, the week of October 2nd to 6th. At the conclusion of 
the week it is the intention of the Churches to sign an agree-
ment establishing full communion (communio in sacris) 
among the four bodies as well as a pledge to pursue in a deter-
mined and deliberate fashion increasingly full unity. The 
Churches also will discuss common plans for mission and 
evangelism. Each Church will hold its own mandatory busi-
ness meetings and Synods, but the four will join together 
throughout for common worship and social occasions. 
 The four Churches and their episcopal leaders are the 
Anglican Church in American (Brian Marsh), the Anglican 
Catholic Church (Mark Haverland), the Anglican Province of 
America (Walter Grundorf), and the Diocese of the Holy 
Cross (Paul Hewett). The Joint Synods will meet at the 
Crowne Plaza Atlanta Perimeter at Ravinia in north Atlanta. 
 The four Churches have grown increasingly close in 
recent years, and look to the Congress of Saint Louis (1977) 
and The Affirmation of St. Louis as common historical and 
theological touchstones. The Churches are united by commit-
ments to credal orthodoxy; to traditional Anglican worship, 
rooted in the historic Books of Common Prayer; to the three-
fold Apostolic ministry of male bishops, priests, and deacons; 
and to traditional morality in issues affecting the sanctity of 
life and human sexuality. 
 While all four Churches seek closer relations with oth-
er ecclesial bodies with Anglican backgrounds, they differ 
from most of them in a firm belief that innovations since the 
mid-1970s such as modernist liturgies and the purported ordi-
nation of women to Holy Orders constitute unacceptable de-
velopments that remove Anglicans from the central tradition 
of the Undivided Church of the first millennium. 
 The four Churches have about 300 congregations in 
the United States as well as larger memberships in Africa, 
South America, Oceania, Asia, and England.  
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