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Joint Synods in October, 2017 

The leaders of four Continuing Anglican Churches have announced plans for Joint Synods to 
meet in Atlanta, Georgia, the week of October 2nd to 6th.  At the conclusion of the week it is 

the intention of the Churches to sign an agreement establishing full communion (communio 

in sacris) among the four bodies as well as a pledge to pursue in a determined and deliberate 
fashion increasingly full unity.  The Churches also will discuss common plans for mission 

and evangelism.  Each Church will hold its own mandatory business meetings and Synods, 

but the four will join together throughout for common 
worship and social occasions. 

  

The four Churches and their episcopal leaders are the 
Anglican Church in American (Brian Marsh), the Angli-

can Catholic Church (Mark Haverland), the Anglican 

Province of America (Walter Grundorf), and the Diocese 

of the Holy Cross (Paul Hewett).  The Joint Synods will 

meet at the Crowne Plaza Atlanta Perimeter at Ravinia in 

north Atlanta. 
  

The four Churches have grown increasingly close in 

recent years, and look to the Congress of Saint Louis 
(1977) and The Affirmation of St. Louis as common 

historical and theological touchstones.  The Churches are 

united by commitments to credal orthodoxy; to tradi-
tional Anglican worship, rooted in the historic Books of 

Common Prayer; to the three-fold Apostolic ministry of 

male bishops, priests, and deacons; and to traditional morality in issues affecting the sanctity 

of life and human sexuality.   

  

While all four Churches seek closer relations with other ecclesial bodies with Anglican back-
grounds, they differ from most of them in a firm belief that innovations since the mid-1970s 

such as modernist liturgies and the purported ordination of women to Holy Orders constitute 

unacceptable developments that remove Anglicans from the central tradition of the Undi-
vided Church of the first millennium.   

  

The four Churches have about 300 congregations in the United States as well as larger mem-
berships in Africa, South America, Oceania, Asia, and England. 

 —————————————————————————————— 

Please note: The above was adapted from a website: http://

www.anglicancatholic.org/news/Continuing-Churches-plan-joint-synod-for-2017.  

All members of St. Matthew’s Church are invited and encouraged to 

attend. Please see Father Bailey for more details. 
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The Life of the Church 

Many people see the Church as a building; oth-

ers as an institution with particular rules and 

required beliefs. Some even think the Church is 

an attempt to quell the masses thereby making 

it easier for them to be  governed.  All these 

views though are centered around conceiving the Church as a man-

centered convention where at some level the focal point of the Church is 

“Man.” 

 

We cannot let ourselves fall into this trap. The Church is the Bride of 

Christ and in such is ultimately divorced from the concerns of this world. 

While the Church uses buildings and accoutrements to facilitate its wor-

ship, the Church is not “property”. While the Church has particular be-

liefs (mainly as expressed in the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds), it does 

not exist to follow intricately layered rules and practices. Although many 

people throughout the centuries have abused their authority in the 

Church and others have mislead the Church for their own ends, it is not 

called to be the governor of Man. 

 

Simply, the Church is the Body of Christ. We are called to be in the 

world and express to the world the nature and love of God as shown in 

our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. Our first “rule” is to love God above 

all things, not prosperity, power, or worldly pursuits. Our second com-

mand is to love others as ourselves – to put the needs of others on a par 

with our own, not allowing others to suffer when we have the resources 

to aid them. We exist to worship Almighty God rightly through obedi-

ence, humility, and self-sacrifice, as Jesus Christ showed us in His 

earthly life and ministry. 
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Highlight:  Cheryl Bennett 
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Cheryl was born in Barbados and moved to 

New York City in 1966. She met her husband, 

Arnott at Hunter College where she studied 

Nursing. She worked as a Nurse for many 

years and while in New York, she volunteered 

with the Caribbean Women’s Health Associa-

tion, an organization which provides commu-

nity outreach and health screening services. In 

2002, she and Arnott moved to Valrico.  

Cheryl now operates a small business as a 

Mary Kay Consultant. She very much enjoys 

working with women and offering them    

cosmetology advice as well as providing them access to a unique line of beauty 

products.  

Baptized and christened in the Anglican Church, Cheryl has been a member of St. 

Matthew’s for the past 16 years. She is currently a member of St. Anne’s Guild 

and she also sings in the Church Choir. She says she loves St. Matthew’s due to its 

warm and friendly atmosphere. She says she feels welcome and “at home” here. 

Cheryl is very close to her family and extended family in New York and says she 

feels lots of love and support from them. She and Arnott recently celebrated their 

40th wedding anniversary! When asked if she wanted to include a special message 

in this article, Cheryl proclaimed: “To God Be The Glory!” 

We are so blessed to have Cheryl with us at St. Matthew’s 

Church. Thank you Cheryl for all you do! 

Memorial Giving 

Please consider St. Mat-

thew’s Church in your 

will or estate plan. 

There are several remain-

ing plots in our beautiful 

memorial garden. Please 

see Father Bailey for addi-

tional details.  
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Youth Day ! 

Thanks go to Nancy Bailey for the wonderful Youth 

Day Photos! 
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-Rector’s Message, continued- 

Financial Summary 

The Church has ongoing expenses of $2,800 per week. Our current     

Offertory income is not sufficient to allow us to meet these expenses.  

Please consider increasing the amount of your giving, if possible.   Re-

member that one important way to grow our Church is to increase mem-

bership. Please mention our Church to your friends! Please remember that 

as a Church, we cannot continue to operate if we do not meet our ex-

penses. 

We, the people of God, are the life of the Church. Born anew in Christ, 

baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, we participate 

in the salvific effort of our Lord in this world. Inheritors of Christ’s man-

tle, we bear His Light to the world. Are we living as the Light? Do our 

actions shine the love of God to others? Or do we forget and walk in the 

ways of the world, putting away righteousness and embracing wicked-

ness and sin? Are we living as the Light of Christ? Are we drawing the 

world to new Life? Let us walk in holiness and love as Christ loved us. 

Let us be whom Jesus has made us. While our worship is rightly centered 

at our weekly gatherings, His love should pour out of us at all times. If 

we share that holy compassion with our neighbors, the Church will natu-

rally grow, and our hearts will be bound as one in Him. Then truly, we 

will shine as the beacon of Christ’s Life – His Body – to each other and 

the world. 

     +  Fr. Bailey 

Labor Day Weekend Picnic, September 3rd 

 

Everyone is invited to our Labor Day 

Weekend Picnic on Sunday,  

September 3rd.  We will have  

activities for the kids and a cookout!  

Watch your Church bulletin for  

details! 
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Visitation of Bishop Grundorf 
 Our beloved Bishop the Most Reverend Walter 

Grundorf, D.D. will be visiting St. Matthew’s 

Church on Sunday, September 17th, our patronal 

feast day of St. Matthew. We will host a special 

celebration after the 10:30 Service. All parishon-

ers are invited to attend the celebration.   

 

Come and greet the Bishop! 

St. Cyprian of Carthage 

Cyprian was born in North Africa, in approximately 200 AD. He was 

educated and became a teacher of rhetoric and a trial lawyer. He was 

born of pagan parents but later became a Christian, and in 248, he was 

chosen Bishop of Carthage. During the reign of the Roman Emperor Va-

lerian, Carthage suffered a severe plague epidemic. Cyprian organized 

efforts for medical relief and nursing of the sick, but this did not prevent 

the masses from attributing the epidemic to the wrath of the gods at the 

spread of Christianity. A persecution arose, and Cyprian was arrested, 

tried, and finally beheaded in September of the year 258 AD.               

His essay On the Unity of The Catholic 

Church has been preserved and it 

stresses the importance of visible, con-

crete unity among Christians, and the 

role of the bishops in guaranteeing that 

unity. It has greatly influenced Christian 

thought.  Below is a prayer in honor of 

St. Cyprian:                                      

“Almighty God, who didst give to thy 

servant Cyprian boldness to Confess the 

Name of our Savior Jesus Christ before 

the rulers of this world, and courage to 

die for this faith: Grant that we may 

always be ready to give a reason for the 

hope that is in us, and to suffer gladly 

for the sake of the same our Lord Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth 

with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.” 

We celebrate the feast of St. Cyprian of Carthage on September 13th. 



 Parish Family News 
 

Illness/Recuperation:  Jean Green, 

Vonda Freeman, Sarah Witt 

 

 

Homebound: Herb Kimpland, 

Elaine Lancaster 

 

 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to those        

celebrating birthdays this month:  

Abraham Bailey (6), Dana Perrin (7),, 

Novella Bailey (10), Andrea Woods (17) 

Thomas Young (18), William Cobb (20), 

Wesley Bailey (22). 

 

Anniversaries for this month: 

Maren Barnett (7), 

Laura Harris & Dana Perrin (21).  

 

Loss:  We mourn the loss of  Gloria Zimmerer. 

 Please keep the Zimmerer family in  your prayers. 

. 
   

 

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear on schedule, or if 

you have news appropriate for the Parish Family News section of 

the Messenger, please phone the church at (813) 663-0334.      

Specific items of interest are: illnesses, family births, hospitaliza-

tions, deaths, special events, etc. Thank You! 
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Special Holy Days 

Aug  27 (Sun) Eleventh Sunday After Trinity 

Sep     3  (Sun) Twelfth Sunday After Trinity 

Sep   10 (Sun) Thirteenth Sunday After Trinity 

Sep   13 (Wed) Saint Cyprian of Carthage 

Sep   17 (Sun) Feast of Saint Matthew Transferred 

Sep   24 (Sun) Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity 

Other Special Events 

Aug  27 (Sun) Eleventh Sunday After Trinity 

Aug  28 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Aug  30 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study resumes (Intro to Book of Romans) 

Aug  30 (Wed) Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Sep    3 (Sun) Twelfth Sunday After Trinity 

Sep    3 (Sun) Labor Day Weekend Picnic 

Sep    4 (Mon) No Morning Prayer due to Labor Day Holiday 

Sep    6 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study (Romans) 

Sep    6  (Wed) Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Sep  10 (Sun) Thirteenth Sunday After Trinity 

Sep  10 (Sun) Vestry Meeting in Rector’s office after 10:30 Service 

Sep  11 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer, 09/11 Memorial Prayer 

Sep  13 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study (Romans) 

Sep  13  (Wed) Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Sep  16 (Sat) 9 am Recitation of the Holy Rosary 

Sep  16 (Sat) 10:30 am St. Anne’s Guild Meeting 

Sep  17  (Sun) Feast of Saint Matthew Transferred  

Sep 17 (Sun) Bishop Visit 

Sep  18 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Sep  20 (Wed) 10:30 am Bible Study (Romans) 

Sep  20 (Wed) Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Sep 24 (Sun) Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity (Adult Sunday School resumes) 

Sep  27 (Wed) 10:30 am Bible Study (Romans) 

Sep  27 (Wed) Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

 

      

All Wednesdays: 
Holy Eucharist/Healing Services at  

12 noon & 7 p.m. 

Bible Study will resume at 10:30 am, 

 August 30th. 

Fr. Bailey’s Office Hours: 
Mon, Wed, & Thurs: 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

frbailey@stmatthewsanglican.org 

 Cell/Text: (813) 502-8744  

 

All  Sundays 
Holy Eucharist              8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  

      Children (at sermon)  10:30 a.m 

      Adult Sunday School will re-  

sume on Sunday Sept 24 at 9:15 am. 
Holy Eucharist              10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice             12:30 p.m. 

Church Calendar 


