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The Messenger is the official newsletter of St. Matthew’s Anglican Church issued 

under the sponsorship of the Rector and the Vestry.  It is distributed  by e-mail to 

those able to receive electronic transmission.  A limited number of paper copies 

are available in the narthex for visitors and others without email addresses on 

file. Please keep your e-mail address current if you desire to receive The Messen-

ger by this means. The Messenger is published monthly. Those wishing to contrib-

ute information should submit it by email to:  danaperrin@aol.com. 

Please see our Church Website: https://www.stmatthewsanglican.org/ 

Please follow us on Facebook:  

St. Matthew's Anglican Church (subtitle @StMatthewsTampaBay) 

Church Address: 10701 Bloomingdale Ave., Riverview, FL 33578 

Feast of All Saints  

The Anglican Collect for All Saint’s Day: 

 
ALMIGHTY God, who hast knit together thine elect in one 

communion and fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son 

Christ our Lord;  Grant us grace so to follow thy blessed 

saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to 

those unspeakable joys which thou hast prepared for those 

who unfeignedly love thee; through the same thy Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

From the 1928 Book of Common Prayer. 
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Our Christian Duty 

From the Offices of Instruction in the 1928 Book 

of Common Prayer we come across this text: 

 

Question. What is your bounden duty as a mem-

ber of the Church?                

Answer. My bounden duty is to follow Christ, to worship God every Sun-

day in His Church; and to work and pray and give for the spread of His 

kingdom. 

This duty outlines the demands made on us as members of Christ’s Body – we 

must follow Him. We all know that love is our central aim and central to follow-

ing Christ. While loving our neighbors is the outworking of our love for God, 

we must also gather with the Body to worship Him rightly together on Sundays 

whenever possible. Additionally, we have the responsibilities of working, pray-

ing, and giving for the spread of Christ’s kingdom – the Church itself. 

Are we living up to our Christian duty? While our daily exercise of loving our 

neighbors is something we bear often in private, we are called to gather publicly 

together on Sundays to honor our Lord. We cannot hide from this demand – we 

are either at church or we are not. But the responsibilities we carry do not stop 

there. 

The Church needs our participation to prosper. We must work to grow the king-

dom of God. Work implies that we consciously decide to serve Christ in our 

daily walk. God does not call all of us to be full-time ordained ministers, but we 

are all called to use the lives we have as opportunities to share God’s love with 

our neighbors: reaching the lost and helping those in need. That work is ex-

pected of Jesus’ followers. 

Because work is a palpable thing which immediately affects our earthly rela-

tionships, some Christians dismiss the importance of prayer. Continued on page 6 
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Highlight:  Debra Middleton 
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Debra Middleton was born and grew up in 

Somerville, New Jersey. She was raised in the 

Reformed Jewish faith. She met her husband 

Tom while working in Tampa for IMC Mort-

gage where she worked as Regional Manager of 

Indirect Mortgage Lending. She has a son, three 

step-daughters and three grandchildren. She also 

"parents" 3 cats and 2 dogs. Debra enjoys cro-

cheting and reading. She has been a member of a 

book club for many years  

After moving to the Tampa Bay area, she felt that something was missing in her 

life and she wanted to explore faiths other than Judaism. Eventually, in 2001, she 

and Tom (who has an Episcopalian background) ended up at St. Matthew's where 

she was baptized and confirmed.   

 

Since then, Debra has been extensively involved with many aspects of the Church. 

She has been active in the Altar Guild. For the past 3 years, she has served as 

President of St. Anne's Guild. She has participated in many Anglican Synods and 

was appointed by Bishop Grundorf to be a member of the Bishop's Standing Com-

mittee. In addition, Debra serves as the Secretary and Treasurer of St. Matthew's.  

 
Debra says she finds her involvement in St. Matthew’s has brought great meaning 

to her life. She says every time she enters the Church, she feels refreshed and at 

home. She feels that nothing can go wrong because God is standing beside 

her.  Debra says: "Some of my happiest moments are when I'm spending quality 

time with my Church family. They are truly my family!" 

 

We are so blessed to have Debra with us at St. Matthew’s 

Church. Thank you Debra, for all you do! 

Pet Memorial Garden 

We are accepting donations for the construction of a Pet 

Memorial Garden at St. Matthew’s.  The location of the 

Memorial Garden will be on the south west corner of 

our Church property. Those wishing to contribute may 

contact Father Bailey. 

 

Page 7 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing of the Animals, October 7th 

Thanks go to Nancy 

Bailey for providing 

these beautiful photos! 
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Rector’s Message - Continued from page 1 

St. Andrew, the first to follow Jesus, was the brother of Peter. Mentioned 

several times in the Gospels, many believe St. Andrew was very close to 

Jesus. After the crucifixion of  Jesus, Andrew travelled to Greece to 

spread the Gospel. He is attributed with 

bringing the Good News to the Church of 

Constantinople. He was martyred by cruci-

fixion. He chose a cross in the shape of an 

X saying he was not worthy to be crucified 

in the same manner as Jesus. 

St Andrew Prayer: 
Brother of Simon Peter, you heard John the 

Baptist say: "Behold the Lamb of God," 

and you chose to follow Jesus. Leaving 

your nets, you became a successful fisher 

of souls. Lover of the Crucified Christ, you 

too were crucified like him. Teach us to 

live and suffer for Him and to win many 

souls for Christ. Amen.  

 

We celebrate the Feast of  St. Andrew on October  30th. 

As important as working to grow the church through word and deed is, 

prayer goes further to galvanize and supports the Body, drawing us all 

together in the pursuit of the knowledge of God and submission to His 

Will. Prayer is our lifeline and central to keeping us in relationship with 

our Lord God. Without consistent prayer, we are susceptible to becoming 

prideful and blind to where God is leading us. We must pray for the 

Body: each other, our leaders, and ourselves. 

Finally, God requires us to give for the spread of the Church. While we 

need to make our talents and time available to the betterment of the 

Church – through worship and maintenance of buildings, etc., we still 

must give our monetary resources for the support of our Church. As She 

is not a business and has no income-generating funds, She depends on the 

generosity of its members can the church sustain Herself. We must give, 

sometimes sacrificially, to make sure the Church is able to do the ministry 

She is called to do. 

 

As we approach the new Christian year at Advent, we need to ask our-

selves these questions: Am I fulfilling my Christian duty? Am I commit-

ted to supporting my Church? Am I living the life Christ has called me to 

live? 

                    +  Fr. Bailey 

Saint Andrew the Apostle 
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Joint Synod Results in Concordat 
 On Friday, October 6, 2017, the pri-

mates of the Anglican Province of 

America, the Anglican Catholic 

Church, the Anglican Church in Amer-

ica, and the Diocese of the Holy Cross, 

after the approval of their Houses of 

Bishops and the concurrence of their 

Clergy and Laity, signed the concordat, 

in which the churches also pledged to seek “full, institutional, and or-

ganic union with each other.” 

The concordat reads as follows: 

We acknowledge each other to be orthodox and catholic Anglicans in 

virtue of our common adherence to the authorities accepted by and sum-

marized in the Affirmation of St. Louis in the faith of the Holy Tradition 

of the undivided Catholic Church and of the seven Ecumenical Councils. 

We recognize in each other in all essentials the same faith; the same sac-

raments; the same moral teaching; and the same worship; likewise, we 

recognize in each other the same Holy Orders of bishops, priests, and 

deacons in the same Apostolic Succession, insofar as we all share the 

episcopate conveyed to the Continuing Churches in Denver in January 

1978 in response to the call of the Congress of Saint Louis; therefore, 

We welcome members of all of our Churches to Holy Communion and 

parochial life in any and all of the congregations of our Churches; and, 

We pledge to pursue full, institutional, and organic union with each 

other, in a manner that respects tender consciences, builds consensus 

and harmony, and fulfills increasingly our Lord’s will that His Church be 

united; and, 

We pledge also to seek unity with other Christians, including those who 

understand themselves to be Anglican, insofar as such unity is consistent 

with the essentials of Catholic faith, order, and moral teaching. 

 

(signed) 

The Most Rev. Brian R. Marsh 

The Most Rev. Mark D. Haverland 

The Most Rev. Walter H. Grundorf 

The Rt. Rev. Paul C. Hewett 

 

from: https://anglicanprovince.org/2017/10/

historic-concordat-full-communion-comes-

fruition/ 

 



 Parish Family News 
 

Illness/Recuperation:  Jean Green, 

Vonda Freeman, Sarah Witt,  

 

Homebound: Herb Kimpland, 

Elaine Lancaster 

 

 

 

Those celebrating Birthdays this month:  
 

Marjorie Padgett (3rd)                                                                                       

Chidubem Nnatuanya (5th)                                                                               

Eula Simmons (16th)                          

Patricia Kimpland (16th)                                                                                     

Debra Middleton (17th)                                    

Ellisa Durant (17th)                                        

Janet Koechlein (17th)                                                                             

Marilyn Foster (21st)                                      

Father Bailey (22nd)                            

Chukwuebuka Achebe (24th)                                                                                   

Merlene Leotaud (25th)                                                                                            

Jeannette Green (28th)                                                                                                                                                                                   

Cecile Henry (30th) 

 

Those celebrating Anniversaries this month: 

 

Janet Keochlein (17th)                                                                                 

Rosena and Anthony Castillo (18th) 

 

Loss:  Please keep the family of Don Beadle in your prayers. 

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear on schedule, or if 

you have news appropriate for the Parish Family News section of 

the Messenger, please phone the church at (813) 663-0334.      

Specific items of interest are: illnesses, family births, hospitaliza-

tions, deaths, special events, etc. Thank You! 
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Special Holy Days 

Nov    1 (Wed) All Saints Day 

Nov    5 (Sun) Twenty-first Sunday After Trinity 

Nov  12  (Sun) Twenty-second Sunday After Trinity 

Nov  19 (Sun) Twenty-third Sunday After Trinity 

Nov  26 (Sun) Sunday Next Before Advent 

 

Other Special Events 

Nov    1 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Romans, Chapter 5 

  Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Nov    4 (Sat) 8 - 10 am Men’s Work Day 

Nov    6 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Nov    8 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Romans, Chapter 6 

  Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Nov  12 (Sun) Vestry Meeting in Rector’s office after 10:30 Service 

Nov  14 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Nov  15 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Romans, Chapter 7 

  Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Nov  18 (Sat) 9 am, Recitation of the Holy Rosary 

  10:30 am, Saint Anne’s Guild Meeting 

Nov  19 (Sun) After 10:30 Service, Annual Meeting 

  After Annual Meeting, Thanksgiving Dinner 

Nov  20 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Nov  22 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Book of Romans, Chapter 8 

  Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

Nov  23 (Thurs) Thanksgiving Day 

Nov  27 (Mon) 10 am, Morning Prayer 

Nov  29 (Wed) 10:30 am, Bible Study, Book of Romans, Chapter 9 

  Eucharistic and Healing Services at Noon and 7 pm 

 

      

All Wednesdays: 
Holy Eucharist/Healing Services at  

12 noon & 7 p.m. 

Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. 

Fr. Bailey’s Office Hours: 
Mon, Wed, & Thurs: 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

frbailey@stmatthewsanglican.org 

 Cell/Text: (813) 502-8744 

All  Sundays 
Holy Eucharist                8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School  

      Children (at sermon)  10:30 a.m 

      Adult Sunday School   9:15 a.m. 

Holy Eucharist              10:30 a.m. 

Choir Practice              12:30 p.m. 

 

Church Calendar 


